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SUBJECT: PHAN VAN DONG TO VISIT INDIA IN PEBRUARY 

REF: (A) HONG KONG 77 14769; (B) VIENTIANE 0016, (C) NEW 
DELHI 0860 

1 . SRV PRIME MINISTER PHAN VAN DONG WILL VISIT INDIA BEGIN- 
NING FEBRUARY 18 POR SIX DAYS. AN MEA OPPICIAL, M. BHADURI, 

TOLD EMBOPP THAT AGENDA POR VISIT WAS NOT SET BUT THAT IT WAS 
POSSIBLE THAT A TRADE AGREEMENT MIGHT BE READY FOR SIGNING AT 
THAT TIME. MRS. BHADURI INTIMATED THAT THE AGREEMENT, IP 
SIGNED, WOULD BE IMPORTANT IN SYMBOLIC RATHER THAN SUBSTAN- 
TIVE TERMS. SHE ALSO SPECULATED THAT THE VIETNAMESE-CAMBODIAN 
BORDER CONPLICT WOULD PIGURE PROMINENTLY IN THE TALKS SINCE 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 
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THE VIETNAMESE ARE ACTIVELY PRESENTING THEIR SIDE OP CONFLICT 

TO POREIGN 

UOVERNMSHTS. 

2. ASIDE PROM SAYING THAT THE PRESS REPORTS OP THE SRV AM- 
BASSADOR'S PRESS CONFERENCE WERE ACCURATE, (REP C), MRS. 

BHADURI DID NOT ELABORATE UPON HIS REPRESENTATION TO POR- 
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EIGN MINISTER VAJPAYEE. SHE NOTED ALSO THAT ALL EOREIGN MIS- 
SIONS IN HANOI HAD BEEN BRIEFED IN A SIMILAR EASHION. 

GOHEEN 


CONEIDENTIAL 
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